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We’ve had another successful year at the Headway Derby allotment, however the fortunes of 

Headway Derby have been a little more mixed… 

When we developed an outline for this programme in 2014 we recognised that funding for ongoing 

projects was increasingly difficult to source. So the proposed outcomes for our funding from the 

Nineveh Trust were to: 

 Increase volunteer involvement in the project 

 Design and deliver robust induction training to volunteers 

 Deliver accredited training to the people with brain injuries 

benefitting from the project 

 Increase accessibility to the programme and make the allotment 

more versatile for people with a range of needs. 

 

We’re pleased to report that all of those outcomes have been met. 

The first 3 outcomes in particular were written with sustainability 

in mind, we had to reduce reliance on paid staff running the 

project to protect the continuation of the service if ongoing 

funding was not sourced. The Nineveh Trust have enabled us to do 

just that, in February 2016 Derby City Council made the decision to 

withdraw grant funding from all local charities, including Headway 

Derby. This has had a very big impact on our charity, we have had 

to reduce our staffing numbers, move to smaller premises and we were facing a situation where we 

would have to stop providing support to many of the people that have been accessing our service for 

many years. 

 

However, thanks to the Nineveh Trust funding this project, we have increased volunteer 

involvement and provided sufficient training that has enabled the project to become fully managed 

by our team of volunteers. Our volunteers have now received training in Understanding Brain Injury, 

Social and Therapeutic Horticulture and Approaches to Learning. To support this induction and 

training programme our staff team have undertaken training in Education and Training, and Social 

and Therapeutic Horticulture from external providers. In addition to this, the members that have 
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been a part of this project now have the competence to maintain and improve the allotment on an 

ongoing basis as a result of their accredited training in Garden Horticulture Skills. This means that we 

were able to offer a place on the project to anyone that would otherwise be losing their service and 

their only avenue of support. 

 

The allotment is now fully accessible thanks to 

the creation of wheelchair friendly paths 

throughout the site, around the sensory 

garden and around the raised beds. This has 

enabled all of our members to experience and 

enjoy the allotment. Notably, five of the 

learners on our garden horticulture skills 

course were physically disabled and would not have been able to participate in the training without 

these adaptations. 

 

Thank you and Congratulations 

 

Congratulations to all members that took part in the project, particularly to those who have 

successfully completed their Garden Horticulture Skills courses. These are: 

 

Kathy Oldroyd, David Davies, Simon Hall, John Chadwick, Jayne Meenan, Michele Jackson, Richard 

Brooks, Colin Gibbs, Joe Coleman, Isabel Halstead, Alvin Mauleon and Michael Chamberlain. 

  

Our volunteers have again given over 500 hours of support to the project this year, through this 

support they have added over £8000 to the value of the project and we could not continue without 

their invaluable support. Thank you to: 

 

Sara Parry, Joy Riddle, Ken Miles, Chris Miles, Ron Halstead, Isabel Halstead, Michael Payne, Joy 

Walsh, Tony Walsh, Gillian Hanson, Dave Lister, Jessica Webb, Les Meenan and Tony Howard-Jones.  

 

Thank you also to the members of the staff team who have donated over 200 hours of their time to 

the project: 

 

Claire Redfern, Gurmit Mander, Lyn Palmer, Marysia Szymczak and Paul Clarke. 

 

In addition to the support from individuals, the project has been supported by local organisations. 

Lakes Buildbase of Derby has made donations of equipment and materials and students with the 

National Citizenship Scheme have assisted in the creation of the sensory garden. 

 

Other organisations have become involved with the project, we have worked closely with the 

Rowditch Allotments Association again to the benefit of both organisations and we have arranged a 
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partnership with Derby NHS Mental Health Services that will enable their patients to access the 

allotment for therapeutic purposes. 

 

Finally, a special thank you to Ruth Wright. Ruth was the 

member of staff that had the primary lead on this project, 

having managed the allotment since 2008. However, Ruth was 

unfortunately made redundant at the end of this project as a 

result of the council cuts in 2016. However, Ruth continued to 

serve on the allotment association management committee and 

she immediately returned to Headway Derby as a volunteer, she 

now leads the project on a voluntary basis. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


